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Tir khéa: huyen thoai nguoi hing My trong tac pham cua Steinbeck. Tai sinh
Co mau anh hing; co mu anh hiing va giai huyén thoai nguoi hing ciing 1a nhiing
G.iidi huyén thogi; phuong thirc nghé thuat hitu hiéu, nhitng cach thirc cit nghia hién thuc
Vien ngoc trai; mai mé dé chuyén tai nhitng thong diép nhan vin, giau tinh dbi thoai

John Steinbeck. trong tidu thuyét Vién ngoc trai cia John Steinbeck.

1. MO PAU

Trong nhirng khuynh huéng nghién ciru vin hoc hién nay, xu hudng xem xét tac pham vin hoc trong mdi
quan hé véi nhiéu linh vyc lién quan nhu vin héa, lich str, X hoi, chinh tri, tm ly, gigi tinh t6 ra ning dong,
thiét thuc, tuong thich voi xu thé toan cau hoa, hoi nhap quéc té. O dia hat nang dong nay, phé binh c6 mau -
hudng nghién ciru van hoc tirng phat trién nd ro va cé nhiéu dong gop to 16n & thé ki XX - van tiép tuc giir
vitng vi thé quan trong cua n6 trén hanh trinh kham pha thé giéi van chuong. Cac hoc gia noi tiéng nhu Carl
Gustav Jung, James Geogre Frazer, Northrop Frye da dé xuéng nhimg y tuong, khai niém Cot 16i cho khuynh
huéng phé binh ¢6 mau va anh hudng sau rong dén cac nha nghién ctru 6 mau. Trong do, c6 mau duoc cac
hoc gia dinh nghia 1a nhitng mau hinh nguyén ban va c6 xua, ton tai trong than thoai, truyen thuyét, truyén ké
dan gian va lién tuc duoc tai sinh trong cac thé loai van hoc thudc cac thoi ki vén hoc vé sau. Su tai sinh cua
cd mau khong chi 1a qué trinh ké thira cac dac diém mang tinh hang sé trong tam thirc con ngudi ma con 1a su
thich nghi cia mdi nha vin dbi voi truyén théng van hoa dan toc, nhan loai va dic biét 1a sy tac dong cua boi
canh lich sir vin hoa x hoi cua thoi dai dén cach thic tai sinh, 1am méi ¢6 mau cia ngudi nghé si. Do do, ban
chat cua c6 mau vira quen thudc, gan giii, phd quét vira xa la, mai mé va ning dong.

Nhin tir ly thuyét phé binh c6 mau, c6 thé thdy anh hiing 13 mét trong nhitng dai c6 mau duoc tai xuat hién
lién tuc trong dong chéy vén hoc, van hoa ciia nhan loai tir xa xua dén nay qua nhiéu bién thé da dang, phuc
tap. Nga bong trong kho tang van hoa dan gian cua nhan loai, nhiing than thoai hao hung cua nguoi Hi Lap,
nhiing truyén ké uy nghl cua Kinh Thanh, hay nhirng huyen thoai, truyén thuyét trdm hiing ctua phuong Déng
Ia nhitng anh hiing c6 tai nghé phi thuong, dwoc cong dong ton vinh song ciing ¢6 lic bi khinh ré va khong duoc
thura nhan. Trén co s¢ déc trung cua thé loai tiéu thuyét, cac tiéu thuyét gia hién dai thuong hiém khi tai hién c()
mau anh hing véi mot hanh trlnh toan ven, mi min hay khic hoa nhitng nhan vat anh hiing nhu trong truyen
thdng tu sw dan gian. Kha ning tiép bién va séng tao cua ho thé hién ro nét qua nhiing chuyén ddi trong cau tric
vong doi cua ngudi anh hing, qua viéc tai tao nhitng motif cua c6 mau anh hiing va dac biét 1a xu huéng giai
thiéng cac huyén thoai lién quan dén c6 mau nay.

Ni bat trong su nghiép tiéu thuyét do so ciia Steinbeck song lai it dwoc giGi nghién cau chii y 1a tiéu thuyét
ngan Vién ngoc trai (1947), dugc nha vin sang tac dya trén mot cau chuyén dan gian ciia ngudi Mexico vé
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mot chang trai da d6, ngudi dd may mén tim thiy mot vién ngoc trai tuyét thé va vién ngoc 4y da dem dén tai
hoa va ca sy khdn ngoan cho anh ta. Cau chuyén cb xwa nay da hap dan Steinbeck va duoc 6ng tai sinh trong
mot dang thirc méi, phuc tap hon dé biéu dat nhiing van dé hién sinh méi me. Bang céch thic tiép can tam Iy-
huyén thoai va lich sir-x& hoi, bai V|et kham pha sy tai sinh ¢6 mau anh hang trong tiéu thuyet Vién ngoc trai
cua Steinbeck qua viéc d6i chiéu cau triic vong doi cia nhan vat anh hung trong tac pham véi mé hinh goc
trong folklore. Nhitng nét twong dong va khac biét véi cé mau goc 1a co sé dé 1am rd sy ké thira huyén thoai,
tram tich vin hoa dan toc, nhan loai va su giai thiéng huyén thoai ngudi hing My trong tc pham cua Steinbeck.
2. NOI DUNG

2.1. Cdu triic vong doi ciia 6 Mdu anh hiing trong vin héa dén gian

Theo nha than thoai hoc noi tiéng ngudi My, Joseph Campbell, “anh hing 14 con ngudi nao di chién dau
vuot qua nhitng han ché lich sir cia c4 nhan va dia phuong minh dé tién téi nhiig hinh tuéng ngudi tiéu chuan,
c6 hiéu lyc phd quat” (Campbell, 2021, p. 36). Tinh chét huyén thoai, phd quat ciia cé mau anh hiing thé hién
trong chu trinh vong doi caa nhan vat: sinh ra - khai hanh - cai chét va tai sinh. Tuy nhién, khdng phai truyén
ke vé nhan vat anh hung nao ciing st dung cAc tinh tiét giong nhau boi ching con chiu sw chi phoi cia nhicu
yéu t6 khac nhu hoan canh lich sir x4 hoi, dic trung van hoa va y do sang tao cua nguoi ké. Do do, khi xay
dung nhitng nhan vét anh hing, bén canh viéc ké thira bo khung goc cua co mau nay, cac nha tiéu thuyét hién
dai da tai thiét 6 mau anh hung cuing vai nhiéu tinh tiét bién doi.

Chiém gitr vj tri v cling quan trong trong tdm thirc nhan loai va hién dién rd nét qua cac cau chuyén mang
dang dap huyén thoai nén cé6 mau anh hiing sém duogc nhiéu hoc gia quan tdm va nghién cau. Theo Robert A.
Segal, nghién ciru than thoai anh huing xuat hién s6m nhét vao nam 1871 véi cong trinh Primitive Culture (Van
héa nguyén thaiy) ciia nha nhan chung hoc tién phong ngudi Anh, E. B. Tylor, trong d6, Tylor cho biét nhiéu
nhan vat duoc thiét 1ap cing mot cbt truyén hodc khudn mau: anh hing ra doi, dugc mot ngudi hoic dong vat
khéc ctru séng va 16n 1én tré thanh mot anh hang dan toc. Bén nam 1928, nha folklore hoc ndi tiéng ngudi
Nga, Vladimir Propp da ching minh c&c ciu chuyén c6 tich Nga déu tuan theo mot cét truyén tiéu sir: nhan
vat anh hiing thyc hién mot cudc phiéu luu thanh cong, trd vé két hon véi cong chua va gianh dugc ngai vang
(Segal et al., 1990). Khdng chi dung lai ¢ viéc phac hoa cac mo hinh, cac nha nghién ctru con di sau kham pha
nguén géc, chuc ning va cha dé cua céc than thoai anh hiing, tiéu biéu Ia cac cong trinh ndi tiéng sau: The
Myth of the Birth of the Hero (Than thoai vé sir ra doi cia anh hung, 1914) caa nha phan tdm hoc ngudi Ao
Otto Rank (1884-1939), The Hero: A Study in Tradition, Myth and Drama (Ngwoi hung: nghién cuu trong
truyén thong, huyén thogi va kich, 1936) cua nha folklore hoc nguoi Anh Lord Raglan (1885-1964) va The
Hero with a Thousand faces (Nguwoi anh hiing mang ngan gwong mdt, 1949) cua nha than thoai hoc ngudi My
Joseph Campbell (1904-1987) (Raglan 1936; Rank, 1914; Campbell, 2021).

_Clng gdp g& ¢ quan diém veé chirc nang tam ly va tinh biéu tugng cua huyén thoai, cac dac diém cua cb
mau anh hung cua Rank va Raglan duéi anh sang cua Freud chu yeu xoay quanh mdi quan hé vai cha me va
tap trung vao ntra dau trong cudc doi ngudi anh hung. Trong khi do, 1y thuyét cua Campbell chiu anh huéng
ctia Jung quan tAm dén ntra sau cua cudc doi ngudi anh hing, bt dAu tir cudc phiéu luu cua anh ta va thé hién
vén d& trung tam 1a s chuyén bién trong tam tri ctia nguoi anh hiing. Xuat phat tir niém tin rang moi Iinh vuc
trong doi Song con nguoi déu “trao dang tir chiéc nhan than co ban I than thoai” (Campbell, 2021, p. 19),
Campbell da tién hanh phan tich hanh trinh cta nguoi anh hing trong than thoai va truyén ké dan gian & khap
moi mién thé giéi. Ong goi tén hanh trinh ciia ngudi anh hung (hero’s journey) 1a “monomyth”, mot thuat ngir
dugc nha than thoai vay muon tir tic pham Finnegans Wake (1939) cua James Joyce. Theo Campbell, hanh
trinh cta nguoi hung trai qua 17 giai doan: Tiéng goi phiéu luu, Khueéc tir tieng goi, Phu tro siéu nhién, Vot
qua nguong cira dau tién, Bung ca voi; Con dwong thu thach, Gap go cac nix than, Pan ba nhw la ké cam dé,
Hoa giai voi nguoi cha, Phong than, An hué tai thiong; Tir chéi tré vé, Cugc tron chay ki diéu, Ciu gilp ter
bén ngodi, Vot qua nguéng cira thir hai, Ché ngur hai thé gidi, Tw do song va duoc chia thanh 3 ching co
ban: Lén dwrong (X) — Thu gido (y) — Quay Vé (z). Trén hanh trinh do, “nguoi hung thé gioi ngay thuong dan
busc vao mot vung phép la siéu nhién (x); cham tran nhing luc luong than Ki ¢ do va gianh dugc thang loi
quyét dinh (y); nguoi hing tir chuyén phiéu luu ki bi ndy quay vé voi quyen ning ban an hué cho dong loai
(z)” (Campbell, 2021, p. 46). Trai qua cudc phiéu luu, ngudi huing bién doi va dat duoc tri tu¢ hodc sic manh
tam linh.

Sau Campbell, David Adams Leeming (1981) véi chuyén luan Mythology: The Voyage of the Hero (Than
thogi: Chuyén hanh trinh cia nguwoi anh hiing) da phan tich cc cau chuyén than thoai vé nhan vat anh hing
thanh 8 phan ung vai 8 giai doan néi bat cua cuge doi ngudi hing. DAu phan chia khac nhau vé cac giai doan,
song cac nha nghién ctru van thira nhan ba nghi thie thiét yéu trong ciu triic vong doi cia nhan vat anh hiing
dd duoc Campbell phét hién. Nghi 1 chuyén déi cia ngudi hung, theo Campbell, 1a “don vi hat nhan trong
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than thoai gdc” (Campbell, 2021, p. 46) va moi than thoai & moi noi trén thé gidi déu cd thé doc duogc theo
cong thire nay. Do d6, khi xem xét coi ngudn cua vin hoc tir huyén thoai/than thoai, c4c nha phé binh huyén
thoai cho biét cong thirc caa Campbell khdng chi phii hop véi linh vuc than thoai ma con ¢6 kha ning khai mé
nhiéu thé loai vin hoc khéc ¢ nhitng thoi dai khac nhau, trong d6 c6 tiéu thuyét hién dai. Dua trén md hinh
ctia Campbell, ngudi doc ¢6 thé truy vét md hinh goc va su bién doi cua ngudi hing trong méi tac pham dé
kham pha va ly giai su tai sinh cia c6 mau nay.

2.2. Cdu triic vong doi ¢6 mau anh hiing trong Vién ngoc trai cia John Steinbeck

Déi chiéu véi md hinh ¢6 mau anh huing trong folklore, cau tric vong doi ciia nhan vat anh hiing trong Vién
ngoc trai ké thira cac nghi thirc co ban lén duwong, thy gido, quay vé: Kino dan vo con tron khoi ngoi lang chai
va tim duong dén thii d6 dé hién thuc hoa co hoi ddi doi, Kino chién dau véi bon sin ngudi dé bao vé gia dinh
va vién ngoc trai, Kino cuing Juana tré vé ngoi lang. Su twong dong véi ¢ mau gdc con dugc thé hién & giai doan
thoi tho au hién Ién rat mo nhat. Nguoi ké hau nhu khéng miéu ta thoi tho au cta Kino. Thuong truc trong tam
tudng cua anh Ia nhiing ki (e xa xura cua toc ngudi vé nhing kinh nghiém song, nhiing cam nhan vé thé gisi
xung quanh va giai diéu ngan vang cua nhitng bai ca ¢ xua. Song, sw pha v& va tai thiét 1ap cau tric c6 mau anh
hung 14 diém thu hat va phan anh ré nét tinh than thoi dai caa tiéu thuyét ngan nay. Diéu nay duoc thé hién qua
sy tai hién mot s6 giai doan thiét yeu trong vong doi nguoi anh hung Kino nhu tleng goi phiéu luu, nhiém vu va
thir thach, dac biét 1a sy tré vé khong toan ven.

Trudc hét, tiéng goi phiéu luu hay 16i hiéu triéu nhan vat anh hung trong folklore buéc vao thé gi¢i mai la c6
the m& dau bang mot so sudt nho hay mét sy thu hit thoang qua, song déu mang dén cho nhan vat mot cam giac
cuén hut khong sao cudng ndi. Bén canh do6, dong luc thuc day ngudi hing budc vao cudc hanh trinh ¢d thé la
tu nguyén hodc bi xo day boi mot tac nhan phic hau hoic ta ac nao d6 (Campbell, 2021). Vi nhan vat Kino,
tiéng goi phiéu luu khoi dau tir sur kién con trai anh bi bo cap chich nhung 130 béc si da tring khdng chira tri cho
cau bé chi vi cau la con trai cia mot nguoi da do ngheo kho. Tuy nhién, khi Kino may man tim thiy vién ngoc
trai tuyet thé, khdng chi ldo bac si ma ca vi linh muc va nhimg ngui da trang khac trong thi trin deu tim dén cin
l&u tdi tan cua gia dinh Kino véi nhitng ¥ dinh “tdt dep”. Thyc ra didu ma nhing ké ac tam nay mong mai la
duoc s¢ hitu vién ngoc. Vi vay, ching tim moi cach dé chiém lay no: ké la mat rap tam giét Kino dé cudp vién
ngoc; bon budn ngoc cau két ha gia vién ngoc hong lra gat Kino; chung dbt can 1éu, ‘pha hong con thuyen nhitng
thir c6 gid tri vat chat va tinh than cua Kino. Tat ca nhimg ¥ dinh va hanh dong xau xa ciia cong dong da trang
khién Kino “cam thay minh c6 don khong noi nuong tua”, “mat di thé gidi cii va anh budc phai vuon téi mot thé
giéi mai” (Steinbeck, 2020, pp. 43-77). Song, cin nguyén sau xa dan téi cudc hanh trinh cia Kino khdng chi dén
tir tac nhan bén ngoai ma con dugc thoi thac tur khat vong gla nhap cong ddng chinh thong cua chinh anh. Khat
vong nay Xuét phét tir mic cam cua to tién xa xua trudc sy ap ché cua nén vin minh da tréng. Theo 16i cua nguoi
ké chuyén trong doan mé dau tac pham, Kino va nhiing ngudi dong toc ludn cam thay s hai, yéu dudi, tirc gidn,
khiép sg, phan ng khi ddi dién voi cong dong wu thé, nhitng ké “ludn coi tc ngudi anh nhu loai dong vat ha
dang” (Steinbeck, 2020, p. 19). Vi thé, nhing ¥ dinh ciia Kino, khi anh may man tim thdy vién ngoc, déu biéu
thi mong wdc chay bong dat dugc nhitng chuan muc cua ké dan ap: to chire dam cudi trong nha tha, mua quan
40 Mai, s& hiru mot khau sting truong va cho con di hoc. Mo wdc ciia Kino 16n dan, tir sy giau c6 vat chat dén su
tu do tinh than. P6 ciing 1a cach thirc kha hitu dé Kino va gia dinh anh gia nhap cong dong da tring, dé nhiing ké
bén 1& c6 thé budc vao vi tri trung tam.

Khéng gidng nhu cac vi anh hing trong céc cau chuyén cd, duoc ngam giup d& bang sy phu tro siéu nhién
trude khi bude vao con dudng thir théch, xuyén sudt cau chuyén nhan vat Kino hau nhu phai tu e canh sinh,
mot minh chéng choi véi nhitng kho khan trén duong di, mot minh chién dau voi ké thi. D6 1a sy khic nghiét
cua thién nhién (gi6 thoc, nang néng gay gat, niii cao hiém tre) va dac bigt Ia sy tan 4c cuia dong loai (nhiing
ké sin ngudi dang truy ling Kino). Trén hanh trinh day nhoc nhan va hiém nguy do, diém tya tinh than duy
nhét ctia nhan vat lai 1a ban nang dugc t6 tién xa xua truyén lai cho anh va giai diéu cia nhirng bai ca co xua
cua toc nguoi ngan vang trong dau Kino, khién anh than trong, canh giac va tré nén nguy hiém. Dé trén khoi
su truy dudi réo riét cua bon san nguoi, Kino dan Vo con trén chay vé phia tay, noi co nhiing rang nti da cao
vit. Mic di Kino dé ¢6 tinh dé lai nhiéu diu vét nham danh lac hudng ké thii, nhung anh biét rd ching s& sém
tim thay gia dinh anh. Vi vay, anh quyét dinh tin cong truéc. Bang y chi sat d4, 1ong qua cam, su khdn khéo,
Kino da giét chét bon san ngudi. Song, tiéng khoc caa chét choc vong ra tir phia hang d4 noi vo con anh dang
an nap khién Kino chao dao, ddu hiéu mat mat len 16i vao tam tri ngudi hung ngay khi anh vira danh bai ké
tha.

Ciing khac véi nguoi hiing trong cac cau chuyén cd, duoc ciu gilp boi nhitng ngudi tét bung hay duoc
nhitng thé luc siéu nhién phi tro va gianh dugc vi tri caa ké chién thing trong chiéu hudng két thic caa cudce
hanh trinh, nguoi hiing hién dai trong tiéu thuyét ciia Steinbeck duong nhu khong thé thoat khoi mang ludi bat
cong cua xa hoi, bi kich mat mat van bam Iy ho. Két thic Vién ngoc trai, Kino cing vo séng budc tré vé ngoi
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lang chai nghéo khé. “Kino tay cam khiu sung trudng con Juana khoéc trén vai cai boc 1am tir chiée khin
choang. Mét cai boc triu ning” (Steinbeck, 2020, p. 123). Mic du qua 1oi cia ngudi ké chuyén, nhan vat Kino
Va Vo tra vé trong mot tam thé khac han trudc day, tham chi mang tim voc than thanh. “Ai ndy déu bao rang
hai ngudi ho khong thugc vé loai nguoi, rang ho da budc xuyén qua ndi dau dé toi bo bén kia, ring ho duoc
bao boc bdi quyen nang ma thudt” (Steinbeck, 2020, p. 123). Song, cling trong phan cudi tac pham, sy tro vé
cua Kino cung vo la khong toan ven voi cai chét cua dwra con trai duy nhat va cudi cing 1a su kién Kino ném
tra vién ngoc xudng bién sau. Udc vong ma vién ngoc trai khoi 1én trong tam tri Kino cang 16n dan thi tai hoa
ma né mang dén cho ngudi hiing ciing ting 1én, tir mat nha, mat thuyén dén mat con va sau cung Ia ty danh
mat co hoi doi doi.

Nhu vay, sy trong dong véi 6 mau goc dugc thé hién ¢ viéc mo hda thoi tho au, cac nghi thirc co ban
trong cau trac vong doi ciia nhan vat anh hing. Ngudi hing tu luc va dac biét 1a giai doan tré vé khdng toan
ven la nhitng nét khac biét so véi c6 miu trong folklore. Dicu do tiét 16 rang trong khi ké thira c6 mau géc mot
cach vo thic hodc cd y thire, Steinbeck di cai bién, 1am méi ¢6 mau dé phan anh khat vong tu do ciia nguoi
My da do, nhitng bat cong xa hoi dbi véi cong dong thiéu sé nay va huéng dén giai thiéng huyén thoai ngudi
hung My.

2.3. Giai huyén thogi nguoi huing My qua si kién tgo motif anh hang bi kich

Xuat hién tir thoi xa xua, thuat ngit “huyen thoai” c6 noi ham khong ngung thay do6i khi xem xét & nhitng
binh dién khac nhau. Thuat ngr nay c6 ngudn goc tir ngén ngr Hi Lap c6 “mythos”, nghia 14 10i n6i, cu thé
hon 14 16i n6i (thoai) mo ho bi an (huyén) (Barthes, 2008). Huyén thoai xua hay con goi 1a than thoai la nhiing
cau chuyén hoang duong trong dan gian vé than thanh hoic anh hung da dugc than thanh hoa. Thé gioi huyen
thoai cung cap cho cac van ngh¢ st mot kho triru tugng nhirng mo hinh truyén ké, dé tai, chu dé, motif, biéu
tuong, c6 MAau.. . Baivi nhiéu nha van c6 y thirc hodc vo thuc sir dung nhitng cau chuyén cii hay nhirng huyén
thoai ton tai trong nén vin héa ciia ho hay nén vin héa khac nén cac nha nghién ctru da tim cach nhan di¢n va
ly gidi phuong thuc tai huyén thoai hoa (Makaryk, 1995). Theo do, s tai sinh cua huyén thoai, c6 mau hay
van d¢é tai huyén thoai hoa trong van hoc hién dai khdng chi la sy trg vé véi truyén thong folklore, truyén thong
van hoc, vin héa cua mdi dan toc ma con kién tao nhitng tan huyén thoai, phan huyén thoai mang ban sic ca
nhan va thoi dai. Tir d6, tac phdm vin chuong c6 thé phan &nh mot hién thuc “bién dang”, da dién cua doi
sdng, dong thai tiét 16 nhimg xung dot sau kin trong doi séng tinh than con ngudi hién dai (Dang, 2010). Nhu
thé, song hanh véi qua trinh tai huyén thoai hoa 1 xu hudng giai huyén thoai, gén lién véi thai do tinh thic va
tinh than phan tinh ciia ngudi nghé si, nham ddi thoai hozc tai can nhic nhitng huyén thoai ap ché caa nén vin
héa uu troi.

Roland Barthes, nha giai huyén thoai cé tim anh huéng rong rai, cho rang ¢ ‘ngdn ngir duy tri ciu trlc cua
quyén luc trong mot khoang thoi gian khong xéac dinh va hé qua 13, no giup cung cd mot y thac hé nhat dinh”.
Do d6, nhiém vu cta nguoi nghién ctru “la phai dua ra dugc mot 161 doc ddi 1ap véi lich st va vian hoa, tir d6,
phoi bay qua trinh san XUAt y nghia, phé phan nhirng huyén thoai vin hoa, ‘pha bo’ (unlearn) nhiing gié tri van
héa chinh thong, thiét 1ap nhimg quan diém mang tinh da nguyén hon” (Barthes, 2008). Piéu nay dugc Barthes
thé nghiém manh mé trong hai tac phdm quan trong caa dng: P¢ khong cua Iai viét (1953) va Nhing huyén
thoai (1957). Meletinsky ciing cho rang mét trong nhirng dic trung cua cha nghia huyén thoai ¢ thé ki XX 1a
su hai huéc va gidu nhai nay sinh tir cudc tro vé véi huyén thoai ¢ dai caa cac nha van. Sy giu nhai, phan
huyén thoai “thé hién mot sy tu do khéng han ché cua nha nghé st hién dai d6i véi hé biéu twgng truyén thong
da tir lau mat tinh bat budc cia chung nhung hiy con giit duoc sy hap dan véi tu cach 1a phuong tién an du
héa nhitng yéu té cua y thic hién dai duoc cac nha van tiép nhan nhu 1a nhitng yéu t6 vinh ctru va phd quat”
(Meletinsky, 2004, p. 450).

Nhu vay, giai huyén thoai 1a mot trong nhiing phuong thirc nghé thuat tiéu biéu ctia nén van hoc hién dai, dac
biét 1a ¢ thé loai tiéu thuyét Bang phuong thuc giai huyén thoai, nha vin c6 thé ddi thoai, hoai nghi, giai thiéng
cac “dai tu su”, tra van cac khudn mau va thiét ché van hoa mang tinh 4 ap ché, tir do, phan anh nhing van dé& moi
mé cua hién sinh mot céch la hoa. Bdi véi phé binh huyén thoai/cé mau, sy tai thiét c6 miu véi nhing y nghia
phéi sinh, tham chi tao ra nhitng phan dé ¢6 mau chinh la giai huyén thoai.

Ngay tir thug thiéu nién, nha van Steinbeck tuong lai da say mé huyén thoai va truyén thuyét, cac cau
chuyén hiép si, cac cau chuyén trong Kinh Thanh. Steinbeck ciing 1a mét trong nhirng nha van My quan tam
siu sic dén ban sic va van ménh cua qudc gia trong bdi canh lich st dic biét. Bidu nay duoc thé hién qua viéc
tai xuat hién thuong xuyén cua nhiing huyén thoai dinh hinh nuéc My trong cac sang tac cua ong, dac biét 1a
huyén thoai v& ngudi hing My, dat hira/thién dudng, gidc mo M. Ngoai ra, Steinbeck con am hiéu va sir dung
cac yéu t huyén thoai cua ngudi ban dia, dac biét 1a ngudi Maya va ngudi Aztec. Tat ca nhitng huyén thoai
nay anh hudng manh mé va bao trim cudc doi va su nghiép van chuong cua 6ng. Tuy nhién, diém déng ké Ia
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trong khi tai sir dung cac huyén thoai xua cii, Steinbeck da dem dén cho chiing nhiing ¥ nghia méi mé, tham
chi trai ngugc voi huyén thoai goc. Xét vé mie do téi tao, tiéu thuyét Steinbeck c6 ca huyén thoai phéi sinh va
phan huyén thoai. Xét vé coi r& huyén thoai, tiéu thuyét Steinbeck khdng chi giai huyén thoai phuong Tay ma
con giai huyén thoai qudc gia. Xét vé linh vyc cua huyén thoai, tiéu thuyét Steinbeck tap trung vao viéc tai
thiét va giai huyén thoai van hoa. Nhin chung Steinbeck thuong tai sir dung cac huyén thoai ¢o dién va tién
hanh giai thiéng huyén thoai, dem dén cho huyén thoai nhiing nét nghia phai sinh duéi anh huong cua bdi canh
lich sir x& hoi dac thi ciia nudc My nira dau thé ki XX.

Trong tién trinh 1ap qudc ciia nuwéc MY, hinh twong anh hiing chiém mét vi tri quan trong, dinh hinh tu duy
va hé gia tri cia dan toc My. Vi thé, khat vong tré thanh anh hung la mot trong nhimg dac diém ndi bat cua
van héa/vian hoc My tuong tu nhu sirc &m anh cua huyén thoai gidc mo My. Theodore Gross da khang dinh
mbi twong quan mat thiét cia gidc mo My va chu nghia anh hung, trong The Heroic Ideal in American
Literature (7w tiwong anh hing trong vin hoc My, 1971), rang gidc mo My “phan anh chu nghia lang man va
tinh da cam caa ching ta; chii nghia s6 vanh va tinh chat dia phuong hep hoi cua ching ta; chu nghia ly twong
va quyén lyc cua ching ta; khat khao chu nghia anh hung cua chung ta” (Gross, 1971, p. VII). Trong méi quan
hé gan giii nay, nhan vat anh hing tiéu biéu cua Tan thé gisi thuong dugc biét dén véi hinh tuong chang Adam
My. V6i The American Adam (Chang Adam My, 1955), R.W.B. Lewis, mot nha phé binh nguoi My néi tiéng,
da miéu ta hinh tugng nay nhu 1a “mot nh&n cach hoan toan mai, nguoi anh hung cua cudc phiéu luu mai: mot
c4 nhan duoc giai phong khoi lich str, may min mat hét dong ho t6 tién, khong bi nhiing di san thong thuong
cua gia dinh va ching toc cham dén va 1am 1am 1ap; mot ca nhan dirng mot minh, tu lec va ty hanh, sin sang
dbi dau bat cur cai gi dang chd doi han vai su gitip d& caa nhitng phuong ké xoay so ki la va vén ¢ ciia minh”
(Pao, 2008, p. 198). Nam & trung tdm cua huyén thoai gidc mo My, chang Adam My thudng duoc mé ta nhu
mot c& nhan tu lap, tir chd nghéo khé vuron 1én giau sang va co dia vi cao trong x& hoi nhd nd luc, may man,
qua cam.

Nhan thic su sic vé strc anh huong dai lau cia cac huyén thoai, ¢6 miu anh hing trong doi séng tm hon
nguoi My song, Steinbeck van tinh thirc truée quy luat tat yéu cua thoi hién dai, thoi dai ngy tri cua cude
khung hoang niém tin, khién “vii tru biéu trong mudn doi dugc ké thira tir 1au nay phai sup d6” (Campbell,
2021, p. 410). Do d6, thay vi t6 dam céc chién tich phi thuong, tai nang ki diéu, sitc manh v song ctia nguoi
hiing, tiéu thuyét Steinbeck hudéng dén khic hoa khia canh bi kich ciia nhan vat anh hiing nham thé hién su
tinh thirc trudc mot thuc tai bién dong va phirc tap. Su kién tao motif anh hang bi kich 1a dic diém quan trong,
thé hién rd diu 4n giai huyén thoai trong tiéu thuyét Vién ngoc trai.

Déi Chleu Vi mau hinh nguoi hing My, nhan vat Kino trong Vién ngoc trai mang nhiing pham chat noi
bat ciia 6 mau nay, do 1a mot ngudi ngheo kho, tu luc, can dam, mo wéc vé mot cude sdng tét dep hon va
khat khao duoc gia nhap vao cong ddng chinh thdng. Song, cau chuyén cua Kino lai tiét 16 mot sé khia canh
nguoc lai ciia huyén thoai chang Adam My. Trudc hét, trong khi theo dudi gidc mo ddi doi, Kino khéng nhitng
khong thoat khoi di san cua cong dong da dé6 ma nguoc lai chinh nhitng gia tri truyén théng cua toc nguoi la
ngudn sicc manh tinh than giGp nhan vat vuot qua nhitng thir thach, danh bai ké thu va tim thay gia tri dich
thuc caa ca nhan va cong dong. Noi bat trong nhing di san 4y 1a nhiing bai ca ¢o xwa: Bai ca Gia dinh Voi
“giai diéu trong sang va ém 4i”, Bai ca Ta &c véi “giai diéu da man, ky bi, nguy hiém”, Bai ca Ké thi “gao
thét”, Bai ca Ngoc trai “trong tréo, didm 18, so6i dong, dang yéu, phan khich, ha hé va han hoan” (Steinbeck,
2020, pp. 10-12-31). Mbi bai ca véi mot giai diéu riéng ngan vang cé ldc riéng ré co lac dan cai trong tam tri
Kino vao nhiing thoi khic quan trong. Cing véi nhitng bai ca, kinh nghiém lao dong va chién dau cua toc
ngudi dugc truyén lai tir td tién xa xua giup nhan vat virot qua ndi so hai, than trong, canh giac trén hanh trinh,
ddng thoi thdi thic Kino tién vé phia trudce. Didu do tiét 16 rang trong khi nd luc gia nhap vao cong ddng chinh
thdng, nhitng gia tri tuyét voi ciia cong dong thiéu sé van hién dién trong tim tri va nang d& nhan vat.

Ngoai ra, trai nguoc vai khia canh tuoi sang cua huyén thoai ngudi huing My vé su giau sang va dia vi cao
trong x4 hoi ma nhan vat dat duoc trong chidu hudng két thic hanh trinh, cau chuyén cua Kino cho thdy mit
tam t5i ciia huyén thoai nay. Theo d6, nhan vat Kino khéng nhitng khdng thé hién thuc hoa nhitng du dinh ban
dau cua anh ta khi anh may mén s& hitu vién ngoc vo gia ma con chudc lay nhiing tai hoa, bi kich cho ban than
va gia dinh. Mong muén duy nhit ma Kino dat duoc la s& hitu khau sung truong, chién loi phém sau khi danh
bai ke thu, song ciing chinh khau sting 4y da duoc mét trong nhimg tén san nguoi st dung dé glet chét con trai
cua anh. Két thic tac pham, Kino dung cam tir bo gidc mo giau sang va duoC cong dong da tring cong nhan,
anh ta nhan ra gié tri cua ban than va toc ngudi khi quay tré vé vai cong dong da do va ném tra vat bau vé day
bién. Tuy nhién, liéu rang Kino c6 thé song binh yén sau nhiing bi kich mat mat va dac biét 1a khi anh ta da
pha bo 18 15i cua cong ddng hay khdng?

Hon nita, nhirng ton that v& vat chét va tinh than caa Kino con tiét 16 nhitng 1an séng am i cua van d& xung
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dot ching toc, giai cip von da hién dién tir budi dau 1ap qudc cua nuée M. Dit trong bdi canh ra doi cua tac
pham, khi nguoi My van chua thoat khoi &m anh nang né vé nhiing nim thang Pai suy thoai (1929-1933) da
budc qua cuoc Thé Chién 11 (1939-1945) va roi vao thoi ki hau chién ddy bat an, tiéu thuyét cua Steinbeck
mét lan nixa canh tinh nguoi My vé sy hién dién cua van dé xung dot chung toc, vé bi kich cua nhirng canhéan
va cong dong yeu thé gitra nhing mau thuan bat 6n moi trong long nu¢c My hién dai, qudc gia lay ly tuong
ty do va binh dang lam triét ly 1ap quéc. Thong qua viéc khic hoa motif nguoi hung bi kich, Steinbeck thé
hién sy tinh thirc sau sac cua Mot nha van tién bo vé nhiing gia tri, niém tin dugc co sty xuyén suét tién trinh
lap qubc cua nudc My, dong thoi giai thiéng huyén thoai nguoi hing My von da han sau trong tdm thac dan
téc xir co hoa.

3. KET LUAN

Thoét thai tir ¢6 mau anh hing trong vin héa dan gian, sy tai sinh c6 mau anh huing trong Vién ngoc trai
ctia John Steinbeck thé hién su ké thira b khung géc cua c6 mau nguyén thity, dong thoi cho thay sy tiép bién,
chuyén hoa, 1am méi céi cii trén nén tang bdi canh lich sir x& hoi My nira dau thé ki XX. Vé co ban, 6 mau
anh huing trong tac pham cua Steinbeck ké thira cac giai doan/nghi thic ¢t yéu nhu tiéng goi phiéu luu/lén
duong, nhiém vy va thir thach/thy gido, tré vé/quay vé trong hanh trinh ciia anh hang trong folklore. Tuy nhién,
diém dang ké 1a nhitng tinh tiét dwoc bién ddi nhu ngudi hung tu luc va sy tré vé khong toan ven. Bac biét su
kién tao motif anh huing bi kich I1a céch thirc hitu hiéu dé nha van giai thiéng, tra van, ddi thoai véi huyén thoai
ngudi hing My. Nhu thé, sy téi sinh ¢ mau anh huing trong tiéu thuyét nay cua Steinbeck tiét 16 nhitng xung
d6t van hda an ngam va ton tai dai dang trong 1ong nudc My da ching toc. Sy giai thiéng huyén thoai nguoi
hing My trong tac pham cho thay su tinh thirc cua Steinbeck, mét nha van nguoi My da tring dam phan tinh
nhiing chuan muc, gié tri da cam ré sau trong tam hon nuéc My va ngudi My dé chi ra goc khuét hay mat tréi
clia “tdm huan chuong” nugc My.

*Loi cam on: Nghién ciru nay dugce Truong Pai hoc Su pham, Pai hoc Hué tai trg, ma sé T.22-XH-01.
Tac gia ciing nhan duoc sy hd tro cua chuong trinh nghién ctu manh Dai hoc Hué, mi sb
NCM.DHH.2022.10.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

Barthes, R. (2008). Nhitng huyén thogi (P. V. Ttru, Trans.). NXB Tri thirc.

Campbell, J. (2021). Nguoi hung mang ngan guong mat (T. Nga, Trans.). NXB Dan tri.

Ding, A. D. (2010). Huyén thoai van chuong: Thoi diém phat sang va bién hoa trong van hoc viét hién dai. Truy cap
ngay 10 thang 10, 2021, tr https://lythuyetvanhoc.wordpress.com

Pao, N. C. (2008). Phé binh huyén thoai. NXB Dai hoc Qubc gia Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh.

Gross, T. L. (1971). The heroic ideal in American literature. Free Press.

Leeming, D. A. (1981). Mythology: The voyage of the hero. Harper & Row.

Makaryk, 1. M. (1995). Encyclopedia of contemporary literary theory: Approaches, scholars and terms. University of
Toronto Press.

Meletinsky, E. M. (2004). Thi phdp ciia huyén thoai (T. N. Thin & S. Mgc, Trans.). NXB Bai hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi.
Raglan, L. (1936). The hero: A study in tradition, myth and drama. Dover Publications.

Rank, O. (1914). The myth of the birth of the hero. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing.

Segal, R. A, etal. (1990). In quest of the hero. Princeton University Press.

Steinbeck, J. (2020). Vién ngoc trai (D. V. Hung, Trans.). NXB H6i Nha van.

199


https://lythuyetvanhoc.wordpress.com/

Nguyén Th;i Thu Hang

Journal of Science and Education, Volume 66, Issue 1 (2026) 194-200

Hero archetype and demythologizing impression in The Pearl by John Steinbeck

Nguyen Thi Thu Hang

University of Education, Hue University.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article history:

Received: 09 September 2022

Received in revised form: 24 October 2022
Accepted: 28 October 2022

Published: 20 February 2026

Keywords:
Archetypal hero;
Demythologizing;
John Steinbeck;
The Pearl.

Corresponding author:

Nguyen Thi Thu Hang

E-mail address:
nguyenthithuhang@dhsphue.edu.vn

By using psychology-mythological and socio-historical
approaches, the article explores the reincarnation of the hero
archetype in Steinbeck’s The Pearl by contrasting the life
cycle structure of the hero character in the novel to original
models in folklore. The similarities and differences with the
original archetype are the basis for clarifying the inheritance
of myths, sediments of national, humanity culture and
demythologizing American hero in Steinbeck’s work. The
rebirth of the archetypal hero and demythologizing of the hero
are effective artistic methods, new ways of interpreting reality
to convey messages of humanity, rich in dialogue feature in
the novel The Pearl of John Steinbeck.
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